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Assignment #1: Inheritance and Acquisition of Musicality.
Is musicality inherited or acquired? This is one of the most discussed questions in the field of music. The nature of music has been featured with enormous controversies that human musicality is inherited while others assert that musicality is only acquired (Hodges & Sebald, 2011). As argued, human musicality is inherited through evolutionary basis which is genetically influenced. Regarding acquisition, the nature of human musicality has shown that we are not controlled by instincts, the basic concepts of music cannot be dictated; however, they must be learned. Based on these repelling arguments, the spread out to which musicality is acquired or inherited has been and will remain to be a subject of debate.
As evident, the issue of nature versus nurture is a difficult aspect to explain since it encompasses physiological, physical, disposal and cognitive traits in varied settings of interaction. In reflection, some basic aspects of music are genetically acquired; others rely on the environment and others on genetic-environmental interaction. According to chapter nine of the book, it is widely evident that genetic predispositions must be integrated to the environmental experiences to allow full development of musicality (Hodges & Sebald, 2011). In this setting, both genetic influences, as well as life experiences, are fundamental to the field of music. 
Music psychologists have timely hinted that no one is born a musician without any learning experiences (Hodges & Sebald, 2011). This implies that people can be genetically acquainted with musical abilities, but, one needs additional efforts to study the absent special music traits through environmental influence (Hodges & Sebald, 2011). Therefore, it is worth to assert that musical ability can be or is partly inherited. Researchers have time over time suggested that the ability of an individual to understand musical notes is mostly influenced by genes unlike the case with non-genetic factors. It is therefore evident that music can be genetically influenced. Again, nature and nurture are highly integrated into developing musical ability.
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